AGEA

much injury to crops.   The agouti's flesh is
white and palatable.

AGOUTI

AG-RA, alt'gra., INDIA, capital of a district
of the same name, situated 841 miles north-
west of Calcutta and 110 miles southeast of
Delhi. It has interesting structures, among
which are the imperial palace; the Moti Mas-
jid, or Pearl Mosque; the mosque called the
Jama Masjid, or Great Mosque, and the Taj
Mahal > a world-famous mausoleum of the
seventeenth century, built by the Emperor
Shah Jehan for his favorite queen (see Taj
Mahal). Agra has an extensive trade in
grain, sugar, tobacco and cotton, and various
manufacturers, including inlaid mosaics, for
which the inhabitants have acquired a world-
wide reputation. The city is one of the old-
est in India and has been prominent since the
first part of the sixteenth century. During
the Sepoy mutiny of 1857 it was a place of
refuge for Europeans, after it was captured
by the British. Agra is an important rail-
way center and also a commercial and finan-
cial center of Northwest India. Population
in 1931, 229,764.

AGfRA'RIAST LAWS, laws enacted in an-
cient Rome for the division of the public
lands. The right to the use of the public
land belonged originally only to the ruling
class; but subsequently the claims of the
plebeians to it were also admitted, though
they were often unfairly treated in the shar-
ing of it. Hence arose much discontent
among the plebeians, and various remedial
laws were passed, though they were not put
into execution. See GRACCHUS.

AGrRIC'QLA, GS-AEUS JTOIUS (37-93), a
Roman statesman and general. As governor
of Britain he reduced the greater part of the
island to subjection, and although he was the
twelfth Roman general who had been in
Britain he was the first who in any de-
gree reconciled the Britons to the Roman
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yoke. Pie constructed the chain of forts be-
tween the Forth and the Clyde, and sailed
round the island, discovering the Orkneys.
His life, written by Tacitus, his son-in-law?
gives a most valuable account of Britain
during the early Roman rule.
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, a college
established for the purpose of higher educa-
tion in agriculture. The first suggestion for
an American agricultural college was made
by Washington in his first message to Con-
gress in 1790, but the first one in the United
States was founded in connection with the
University of Michigan in 1S57. In 1862, by
the passage of what is known as the Morrill
Act (see MORRILL, JUSTIX S.). large tracts of
government land were granted to the differ-
ent states for the purpose of maintaining
agricultural colleges, and in 1S90 each col-
lege was granted $15,000 a year additional,
with provision that this grant should be in-
creased by $1,000 a year until it reached
$25,000. Every state now maintains an agri-
cultural college, and most of them are in
connection with state universities. These
colleges have not only the income from, the
original land grant, but an annual Federal
Grant of about $50,000 for instruction.
Canadian Agricultural Colleges. In each
of the Canadian provinces education in agri-
culture is provided through the provincial
university or through a special college of
agriculture. Ontario College at Guelph was
the first of the agricultural schools to be es-
tablished. The college in Manitoba has home
economics courses for women.
AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STA-
TIONS, stations for carrying on scientific
experiments in the interests of agriculture,
horticulture and dairying. There are stations
in every state and territory, including Alaska,
Hawaii, Guam, Porto Rico and the Philip-
pines, usually connected with agricultural
colleges.
The work of these stations is to experiment
with fertilizers and soils; to improve varie-
ties of grain and fruit and breeds of live
stock; to study the habits of, and to devise
means for destroying, noxious insects, and
to study the diseases of domestic animals and
provide means for their prevention and cure.
Canadian Experiment Farms and Sta-
tions. In Canada work along similar lines is
carried on by the Central Station at Ottawa,
and by over a score of branch farms or sta-
tions in the provinces.